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ALLIA VENUE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT — PERTH GLORY SPONSORSHIP 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [2.48 pm]: — without notice: I move — 

That standing orders be suspended so far as to enable the following motion to be put forthwith — 

That this house establishes a select committee of Parliament to examine and report on — 

(1) the heads of agreement signed between the state government and Allia Venue 
Management; and 

(2) the payments made to Perth Glory, including the waiver of the Public Transport 
Authority debt and the Healthway grant; 

and that the committee report back to this house by 15 August 2014. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [2.50 pm]: The government will agree to this subject 
to the matter of public interest debate–type requirements. Therefore, I will move to amend the motion. I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 

, subject to the debate being limited to 20 minutes for government members and 20 minutes for 
non-government members 

We agree to this with some reluctance because the issue was debated yesterday. There is also private members’ 
time at four o’clock this afternoon and I think there has been ample opportunity for the issue to be canvassed; 
however, because we are a very accommodating government and, frankly, much more accommodating than the 
previous Labor government demonstrated in office, we will agree to suspend standing orders along those lines. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [2.51 pm]: I move — 

That this house establishes a select committee of Parliament to examine and report on — 

(1) the heads of agreement signed between the state government and Allia Venue Management; 
and 

(2) the payments made to Perth Glory, including the waiver of the Public Transport Authority debt 
and the Healthway grant; 

and that the committee report back to this house by 15 August 2014. 

I say from the outset that I appreciate the Leader of the House giving us this time to debate a very serious issue. I 
think one of the reasons he has done so is that it is a very serious issue. Over the past couple of weeks we have 
seen a deal struck by this government with Allia costing taxpayers more than $10 million. Yesterday and today 
we found out that many things said back in October regarding the Perth Glory payment are not true. Last 
October it became clear that the government had agreed on paying compensation to Perth Glory. We asked a 
number of questions about that compensation—its nature, the amount of compensation and all the details 
regarding it—and the minister made a number of claims. He misled this place on his involvement and the 
amount of the compensation. Members will recall that the amount of that compensation was hidden from 
everybody until it was disclosed through the media and this Parliament. 

On Wednesday last week the minister stood in this place and announced that Allia was terminating a contract it 
had signed with the government. Nowhere in that statement did the minister mention this massive termination 
payment that was struck by this government. It was just by chance that a document requested through freedom of 
information arrived on our desk a few days later showing the magnitude of the compensation being paid—over 
$10 million. Since October we have given this minister ample opportunity to explain what went wrong in 
relation to Allia. We have given him so many chances to tell us why that clause was put in the contracts. Why 
did the Premier last year boast that the government had inserted a new termination clause? We asked the minister 
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to table the heads of agreement so we could understand exactly what is contained in that contract—but we 
received nothing. We have given this minister an enormous opportunity and he has not provided any real 
explanation of why that deal with Allia was made. All we know is that the Department of Sport and Recreation 
and VenuesWest were not keen on it and advised against it. Now we know that taxpayers are spending more than 
$10 million on a bad deal signed by this government. 

Today the minister still maintains that the payments to Perth Glory totalled $400 000, when it is clear through a 
letter that the opposition has obtained, which is now public, that the total amount given to Perth Glory for 
compensation is more than $400 000; we believe it is $1.4 million. We cannot argue with the facts. In the one 
letter sent by the government to Tony Sage regarding all of the issues to do with the compensation there are 
details about the direct payment, the Healthway grant, the Public Transport Authority waiver and reduced match 
costs—that all adds up to more than $400 000. As late as today the minister said that he was not aware of these 
things or this letter, when the letter states that the minister was informed. It is just unbelievable. As I said, we 
have given this minister a number of opportunities to explain some of the key prevailing conditions about this 
issue. In relation to Perth Glory, we have the key fact that Tony Sage was a key donor to the National Party a 
number of years ago. He attended the equivalent of a state conference and lobbied the Leader of the National 
Party at the time, who then spoke to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; we know that is the case. We know 
Liberal Party lobbyists were involved with Allia. This does not add up. All we can say is that special deals were 
done for both of these matters. Nothing that has been presented today, yesterday, last week or last October can 
have anyone thinking otherwise. The Allia deal is incredible. What is everyone asking? They are asking how 
Allia got paid out when it terminated the contract. 

I want to go through some specific issues regarding the compensation of Perth Glory and Allia. As I said, the 
issue of compensation to Perth Glory came to light last October. We asked the minister a number of things about 
the total compensation. He still maintains that it is only $400 000. I received a document about the compensation 
deal through freedom of information, and it had a number of things blacked out. More recently, I was able to get 
pretty much the full letter sent by this government to Perth Glory back in December 2012. I want to put on the 
record that all these things were included in the letter dealing with compensation. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: That is a letter to Tony Sage from who? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: From the acting director general of the minister’s department. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: The acting director general, okay; good. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The letter states that the minister was consulted on this and he agreed to it. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: I have always said I had been consulted. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Let us go through the compensation claim. Perth Glory claims $1.04 million and there is a 
section in the letter dealing with that. It shows that Perth Glory will be given a $400 000 direct payment. 

The issue of the Public Transport Authority is a key one. We all recall that at the same time that this minister was 
giving out money to Perth Glory and Tony Sage, the Public Transport Authority was trying to recover money 
from Perth Glory and Tony Sage. We asked why that was not offset. Not only was that not offset, but also the 
minister went into bat for Perth Glory. The minister said — 

While I knew that there were negotiations going on or issues between Perth Glory and the Department 
of Transport, I did not involve myself in it, so I was not aware of the amount. 

What did the letter say? 

Mr T.K. Waldron: I corrected that, don’t forget. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Minister for Sport and Recreation corrected that he did not know the amount, but his 
correction never said that he was actually briefed on the matter and went and spoke to the Minister for Transport 
about it. The Minister for Sport and Recreation never fully corrected it; he said, “Yes, I knew the amount”, but 
he never told us that he actually went and spoke to the Minister for Transport about it. Again, there is a key 
difference between what the minister said and what the minister did. The minister said he was not aware; he 
came back and corrected it and said he was aware of the amount, but he said he did not involve himself with 
these negotiations. The letter states that he went and talked to the Minister for Transport about this issue. In 
relation to Healthway, the minister stated that they “were completely separate issues and I make that clear.” In 
this letter I have here that deals with the compensation and the Public Transport Authority debt, what do we 
have? We have the note from the department to Perth Glory, which states — 

We have discussed the matter of Healthway funding which you were seeking earlier in the year … 
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The Director General of the department has canvassed this issue with our Minister … the department 
will assist to progress this matter further. 

We had this whole issue that they were completely separate, but in one letter we have the fact that the 
department was helping progress the Healthway grant. 
Another key issue came out yesterday. On numerous occasions we have asked whether Treasury approved the 
Perth Glory payment. We asked that specific question—“Did Treasury approve it?”—and the answer was that 
Treasury was consulted and then the minister went to great lengths to say how far Treasury was consulted. What 
do we now know from this letter? We now know that, yes, Treasury was consulted, and that Treasury officials 
believed no compensation should be made due to the benefits the ground improvements would bring to Perth 
Glory. Last October the minister tried to present the fact that the total benefit to Perth Glory would be $400 000. 
He tried to present the fact that he was not aware of the PTA debt issue. He tried to present the fact that the 
Healthway issue was completely separate. This letter debunks all of that. This is one letter sent from the 
department with five points covering all those issues. At the end—this is a key point, because the minister cannot 
walk away and say that all these things were treated separately—there is a paragraph that reads — 

The offer to settle compensation has been made after consultation with the Minister and Treasury and is 
a first and final offer. If you are prepared to accept the terms of this offer please sign and return the 
duplicate of this letter where indicated. 

The terms of the offer are firstly, the direct payment; secondly, the PTA waiver; thirdly, the cost to use nib 
Stadium and the deposit; and, fourthly, Healthway funding. They were the terms and conditions and they were 
all linked, yet the minister can come into this place today and not accept that. 

I return to that figure of $400 000. If I add up the total amount, there was the direct payment of $400 000, the 
Healthway grant of $500 000, the audiovisual concession worth about $270 000, and the write-off of the PTA 
debt that was worth about $250 000. I have not even included the reduction in the match deposit because I do not 
know what it went from and to; because I do not know the details, I will not include that. We estimate the total 
value to be more than $1.4 million. Again, my issue is that if a decision is made to give them $1.4 million, the 
minister should come in and tell us, but do not mislead the place. We need a committee to go through all these 
aspects because it is clear that it does not matter how many questions we ask this minister or how many motions 
we move, we cannot get a straight answer from him. 

I want to finish off in relation to Allia—this massive issue that has arisen over the past week and a half. Let us 
go through this again. This government decided to build a stadium to expand nib—I think it was then ME Bank 
stadium—back in 2010. In May 2011, the minister said the government was going to continue with Allia because 
it was doing a good job, so why change. Then the government was in the middle of negotiating this new heads of 
agreement. I heard today that the excuse for the minister signing that Allia agreement is that Allia had the 
government over a barrel. Who put the government there? Who put it over the barrel? You guys did! The 
government made a decision to upgrade that stadium even though the department was telling it all these issues, 
such as the government did not own the land and there was an existing operator. The department was telling the 
government about all the problems that have now eventuated. The government did not own the land and there 
was an existing operator, but the government decided to go and do that stadium, despite the department telling it 
about those problems. The minister said he was going to appoint Allia even though he had not actually locked 
away an agreement. Then, in a private conversation at a Glory game, these deals were done between the head of 
Allia and the Premier of the state that Allia would continue operating it. It is absolutely incredible — 

Mr T.K. Waldron: How do you know that if it was a private conversation? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Premier said he had a private conversation. 

We now see that Allia is terminating its part of the contract, and the state is liable for $8 million. We know that 
the contract had no causation, we know it was averaged out over years of operation when there were more 
concerts than there are now. We need a proper committee to get to the bottom of this because, frankly, we have 
given the minister so many opportunities to be honest on this issue and tell us why he did these deals, and not to 
come in and tell us how much concrete is being poured at the new stadium but actually tell us why he did this. 

I want to finish on the key point, which is that this is the same guy organising the deals for the new Perth 
Stadium. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: For $2 billion. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: A $2 billion stadium. 

The same guy will do that; the same guy who completely stuffed this is now in charge of how we are going to 
operate the new $2 billion stadium. 
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Mr B.S. Wyatt: The horror. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is a horror when we think about it. This is a complete stuff-up, but “scandal” is a better 
word, because not only has it seen millions of dollars leaving the government’s door, but also it is doing it 
because of relationships that the National Party and the government have. 

Opposition members: Hear, hear! 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [3.08 pm]: Last year I debated the 
Glory compensation, and I have been debating and answering questions on the Allia contract. I have tried, the 
whole way through, to make clear what actually happened. To the best of my knowledge I have been completely 
open and honest, but it seems to me that the member for West Swan continues to try to twist every little thing to 
make a story and get a headline, and, yes, she got some headlines. But it is actually all false. Let me take 
members through it. 

Mr M. McGowan: We are listening. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Okay; the opposition needs to listen, because it has heard all this before but all I can do 
is tell it what actually happened. That is all I can do. 

Western Australia needed a rectangular stadium—the sports needed it and the spectators needed it. Does the 
opposition agree? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: It was greatly needed. The eastern stand, as I have said, was getting to a state that I as 
sports minister was worried about the safety of it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This is the trouble; the opposition yells and screams and never listens. Just listen! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The opposition has heard it all before but it does not listen; that is the problem. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.H. Cook: I heard you, my friend, and you have misled the people of Western Australia. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: How would the member know? He never listens! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P. Abetz): Minister, please direct your comments through the Chair. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am trying.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: And members on my left, if you can just restrain yourselves a little. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The government had two options. One was to redevelop nib Stadium, and the other was 
to go to a greenfield site, which would have cost the government up to around $300 million. They were the 
two options. We chose what we thought was the better option, and to achieve that option the state had to finalise 
the lease for the site with the Town of Vincent. Members should remember that the Town of Vincent was part 
way through a 20-year contract with Allia Venue Management—in fact, there were 13 years to go. The 
government had two choices at that stage. Firstly, it could terminate the management contract, which would 
result in the state being required to materially compensate Allia—it would have cost us money. Secondly, we 
could continue the existing contract with Allia to manage the venue. So that the member for West Swan knows, 
these options were clearly explored in a review that we commissioned KPMG to undertake in 2010. We asked 
KPMG to look at the contract and the governance arrangements at nib Stadium, and to give us options. They 
were the options: if we terminated the contract, Allia would be entitled to damages that included the value of 
projected profits and the balance over the time of that agreement, which at that stage had 13 years to run, and 
there would have been a payout. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Allia is a business; it had a contract. We took over the contract. Purely and simply, the 
government knew in 2010 that contractually Allia was in a strong position. It had a contract, and whether that 
contract was terminated at that time or at a later date, Allia would be entitled to recover damages. Hence, we 
thought it reasonable to include the right-to-terminate clause, which could be triggered by either party. That is 
what we did. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON: Members opposite should let me continue. We accepted there was a risk there, because 
Allia was doing a good job. We would have had to pay Allia out anyway. Member opposite do not seem to get 
that. 

I will add the stuff that never seems to get picked up or even acknowledged. When the government went to build 
nib Stadium, I was planning to build the eastern stand and I also wanted to do the southern stand—or the 
government wanted to do the southern stand as well. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: I thought you were going to build it yourself! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Good one! The price at that stage was $101 million. The government thought that was 
probably too much. It is a bit like an addition to your house, and someone wants to add an upstairs bedroom, but 
they cannot afford it. What the government did was to plan and manage things really well, so we did it for under 
$95 million, which was a saving of $6 million, and the project included the southern stand. I would say that is a 
pretty good return for the state. 

The opposition is taking out one piece. The government has delivered a magnificent stadium under budget, and it 
was able to add in the southern stand. The government has done that. As the member for Victoria Park said, the 
Auditor General found that negotiations between the state and Allia went through due process with no 
inconsistency with government policy, instructions and standards. I also want to point out that the government 
has a whole heap of other — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This is important, because the opposition is taking one point — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for Bassendean, I think you are on three calls already. I do not 
want to call you again. Other members, please refrain from interjecting. 

Point of Order 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Acting Speaker, when other Acting Speakers have been in the chair, particularly in recent 
times — 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is new. I am not canvassing a ruling of the Chair. This is a new issue. When other 
Acting Speakers have been in the chair in recent times, they have stated that the speaker was not accepting 
interjections. Clearly, the speaker on his feet is trying not to accept interjections, and I ask for your ruling in light 
of previous rulings of Acting Speakers. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P. Abetz): Members, points of order are to be heard in silence. The Minister for 
Health was making a point of order, so I expect silence. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I have a related point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. Whilst you were on your feet calling 
the member for Bassendean to order, there were several members on the government benches who interjected 
whilst you, as Acting Speaker, were on your feet reprimanding the member for Bassendean. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I note that some people, despite your ruling that points of order be heard in silence, are 
now interjecting on me saying, “Rubbish!” Perhaps those people might like to review the tape and consider their 
behaviour. I make that point, because in the long time I have been in this house, when a Speaker or Acting 
Speaker rises to their feet, it is the duty of each of us to be silent. If there are members on either side who 
interject, I believe they should be called to order. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: When I was calling the member for Bassendean—or reprimanding him—there were 
lots of interjections coming from all over the place, not just from the government side, which is why I decided to 
let it go. Let us get on with it. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: It is quite relevant, after what has been raised in this question, that the government saved 
money on nib Stadium and that that project also included the southern stand. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will be brief! I will not carry on! The member for West Swan was attacking my 
credibility to manage these types of projects. So that members opposite know, since we have been in 
government, we achieved a saving of $3 million with the AK Reserve rugby training facility, which is an 
absolutely magnificent facility. Other projects included the basketball facility, nib Stadium—which we have 
talked about—and the Barbagallo Raceway facility; they have all come in within budget and on time. The 
government has a proven record. The netball centre is under construction. I sat in this place for eight years while 
the former government talked about that project, but this government is doing it. This government can do these 
projects. 

I will get to the Glory stuff in a minute. As Minister for Sport and Recreation, I have always said—I believe this 
fully in my heart—that the one thing governments of both persuasions, commonwealth and state, over the years 
have done is talk up sports and the value of sport, but when it comes to the crunch, they have not put money on 
the table. This government has put money on the table. We have recognised the advantages and social benefits. 
We have done it, with not only buildings in the city and right across country WA, but also programs that help 
thousands of kids in this state, and that will provide huge benefits to this society. The Liberal–National 
government has invested money. The opposition can challenge the amounts and challenge maybe some areas. 
However, it is important to look at this area overall for the benefit of this state and taxpayers in this state. I think 
I have covered that issue as I have covered it before. 

I will finish off by referring to something that we covered in 2012 when we had a matter of public interest on 
this very same issue. I quote from the Hansard of Thursday, 29 March 2012, in which the Premier stated — 

There are amendments to that heads of agreement; changes have been made. One of those relates to 
termination, because we had to make a choice: do we terminate that agreement now? — 

That is what I have been saying all the time — 

I understand Mr Tana was amenable to that, but that meant that the state would have had to pay out that 
agreement. That would have cost the state a great deal of money. 

Remember that there were 13 years to run back then — 

Therefore, we took a decision that Allia was providing a service. From my observation, it was providing 
a pretty good service, so we agreed to allow Allia to continue, but we also now have a clause that 
allows for termination. If the state becomes dissatisfied for whatever reason, we have the capacity to, if 
we like, buy out that contract. 

In that same debate on 29 March 2012, over two years ago, I said — 

We have made changes to the heads of agreement. Other amendments were required to achieve the 
agreement, including, but not limited to: Clauses relating to the right to terminate, which the Premier 
mentioned; 

We were up-front about this way back then. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Hello! Suddenly Hansard does not count! Hansard counts when the opposition is 
arguing its point, because it is all about what the government said. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you for the first time. The member is not on the list. 
He is lucky; it is first time.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will refer to the Perth Glory payment. There is really not much more I can say. I do not 
know how many times I have said it in this place but I will say it again: Perth Glory was impacted by the 
construction of nib Stadium. I referred today to the reasons why it was impacted. 

Mr M. McGowan: It was a benefit to them. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: It was a benefit, of course! This is why I do not think those guys opposite understand. 
They look at just one point and try to score political points, but they forget about why we built the stadium. That 
is why I asked whether members opposite thought we needed a stadium. The reason we built the stadium is that 
rectangular sports were struggling. They play a really important role in Western Australia. By upgrading the 
stadium—I do not know how many times I have said this in this place—we were going to save those sports 
money, particularly on match days when there would be less cost. From memory—if I am not quite accurate I 
apologise—I think the saving was to be about $20 000 for each match. That is one of the reasons we did it. We 
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also included all the extra corporate boxes et cetera to benefit the sports. That is what we are about. We are about 
promoting sport. We are about giving our sports a better deal. I am not going to apologise for that. 

I will talk about the letter quoted by members opposite that came from the acting director general in response to 
other issues raised in a letter by Tony Sage. I have been really consistent in this place when talking about the 
$400 000 in compensation to do with the rebuild that Tony Sage came to us about. I will read out the advice 
again. According to my notes, it stated that Perth Glory — 

… provided the State with a formal claim for compensation in the amount of $1,012,760 for: 

a) Loss of signage revenue; 

b) Loss of North East suite corporate revenue; 

c) Loss of membership … due to reduced capacity; 

We ruled that out straightaway because the reduced capacity did not come from just the stand going; the sport 
was not getting those crowds. It went on — 

d) Loss of membership revenue due to displacement of members to less desirable seating areas. 

Those three claims therefore had merit and were gone through and examined to make sure we had a fair deal. 
Members should bear in mind that I had earlier flagged to the state that there would be a compensation claim 
because there would be a right to compensation. We went through the claim to get the figure in the end that was 
recommended to me by the committee. The committee got advice from Treasury, the State Solicitor’s Office and 
my department, which deals with these sorts of facilities all the time and has a fantastic record. It was a fair 
recommendation and the compensation recommended was paid. 

I will come back to the letter, but I will refer first to the Healthway letter. When my department talked to me 
about it, I made the point straightaway that I did not want to be involved in the Healthway issue because it was 
not my business. It comes under the Minister for Health but Healthway is an independent body and I do not think 
the minister can direct Healthway. Certainly I could not direct Healthway, so I told the department to stay out of 
it. Also on the transport issue, I made a mistake in Parliament but I corrected it the next day—I think it was the 
next day but I just cannot quite remember. I received advice from the Department of Sport and Recreation in a 
briefing note on 3 September 2012 that the Perth Glory Football Club had an outstanding debt of $177 000 with 
the Public Transport Authority. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Did you say you went and talked to them about it? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I did mention it to the Minister for Transport, and I am sure I said that then. If I did not, 
perhaps I should have. However, all I said to the Minister for Transport was that I was dealing with the 
compensation that Tony Sage had come to see me about. That is what I just read out. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is what I was dealing with. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for West Swan! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I cannot remember the times, but it seemed to me that this was a specific issue. Let me 
read it again, because members opposite obviously do not get it. According to my notes, it states that Perth Glory 
Football Club — 

… provided the State with a formal claim for compensation in the amount of $1,012,760 for: 

a) Loss of signage revenue; 

b) Loss of North East suite corporate revenue; 

c) Loss of membership … due to reduced capacity; and 

d) Loss of membership revenue due to displacement of members to less desirable seating areas. 

That is what I dealt with, and I made it clear to my department that it was all it was dealing with. The department 
always tries to assist sports in raising money. It does that all the time. It will assist sports to go to other funding 
sources et cetera. That is why I made sure I would not sign the damned briefing note. I said, “No, that’s not for 
me to be involved in.” I do not think I can make it any plainer than that. As for the reference to a National Party 
donation, there is absolutely no link there. I was not even aware of that at the time and I said that in Parliament. 
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Mr M. McGowan: That actually happened afterwards. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I have said in this place before that I was not even aware of that. I saw Tony Sage when 
he spoke at a Young Nationals breakfast at our conference. I knew Tony Sage because I had had dealings with 
him on different things at Perth Glory, obviously, in my role as minister. I was not part of any discussion with 
Tony Sage and, I think it was, Paul Kelly at the time regarding donations. That was therefore completely 
irrelevant and I made that point clear. I do not think I can say any more, other than that is what actually 
happened. No special deals were done. I did not do any special deal. The compensation payments were made 
using the right process. I think that they were fair and reasonable. I tell you what: at the end of the day this 
state — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: You’ve got a great stadium! Come on, say it! 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: What does the member for Victoria Park think? Does he think it is a great stadium? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: I think you wasted $8 million in transferring the right to them to terminate the contract. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Okay; that is the member for Victoria Park’s opinion. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: That’s what you did. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: We could have gone and developed a greenfield site. If I had developed a greenfield site 
and spent $250 million to $350 million, members opposite would be saying, “Why the hell didn’t you do a deal 
and get it done?” We did the deal, we got it done and it is a great stadium. Members opposite are taking their 
minds off the sports-loving people of Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for Girrawheen, you were the last voice I heard again. It is 
unnecessary. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Sports-loving people have seen for the first time in six years, or whatever it is, a real 
investment in sport. They are actually getting some damned help out there. They are actually getting decent 
facilities for their kids and for older members of families. We are improving communities; I can give members a 
hundred examples. I will not go on about it but it is a fact. Those people know what members opposite delivered. 
They delivered not very much in the sport and recreation area. They delivered very, very little. We are doing it 
and it will benefit the state not just now but also for years and years to come. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [3.28 pm]: This motion calls for the 
appointment of a select committee to examine these matters. If government members do not agree to vote for a 
motion to allow a committee to look into these matters, it will mean that they have something to hide. These are 
very significant questions and I will run through them very briefly. 

I will start by saying that this is a government that pays people not to do things. It pays Serco not to have 
patients; it pays the Grand Palace Restaurant not to operate; it pays Allia not to run a stadium; and in the 
meantime it costs taxpayers millions upon millions of dollars. We want to get to the bottom of why that has 
happened. The explanations that the government gives are not good enough. Any businessperson who sees you 
suckers opposite coming along wins lotto. That is what has happened here. Mr Tana and Mr Sage have won lotto 
12 times over in doing a deal with the government. The government’s explanation always is that it built 
something at the end of it. The question is not about whether it built something at the end of it; the question is 
about whether it could have got a better deal. The evidence is that a better deal could have been secured in these 
matters, and I want to deal with both matters briefly. In relation to the deal to buy out Allia Venue Management, 
the Minister for Sport and Recreation has just admitted that the government inserted the clause that allowed Allia 
to terminate the contract. Therefore, Allia, of its own volition, could terminate the contract and get paid out for 
not operating the stadium. What sort of a deal is that? No matter what the government’s excuse is, it inserted this 
clause, and the minister has just said that. I want to get to the bottom of why that clause could possibly be 
inserted into a contract. No-one in their right mind would sign a contract that would allow people to terminate a 
contract without having to show any causation or any loss and to get a huge payout as a consequence. When 
Allia saw the government coming, all it would have seen were dollars flashing. The minimum was $8 million 
plus for not doing it. 

In relation to the other deal, it was a lesser amount. The reason it was so important is that every time we have 
tried to get information from the minister, he has changed the story the whole way along. Every time the minister 
has answered questions in Parliament, the story has changed as it has gone along. Our view is that Parliament 
was misled and there was a cover-up of those issues. I think Healthway has been compromised. Treasury gave 
advice and the minister ignored it. The Department of Transport was not listened to on these matters. The 
minister has misled Parliament every step of the way since this issue came to public attention, and guess what? 
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Suddenly, a major donation to the National Party appeared. That deserves further inquiry and investigation. The 
minister’s explanation, which changes every time he says something about this matter, is not good enough. The 
government can chair a select committee to look into this matter. It has been done before in my time in this 
Parliament. Otherwise, the government has something to hide. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [3.32 pm]: In the couple of minutes left, I want to 
make a few brief comments. The first is about select committees. I tried to get select committees up when the 
Labor Party was in government, and there was absolutely no way that it would accept one select committee in its 
whole seven years in government. Secondly, I want to spend the last two minutes defending Healthway. Both the 
member for West Swan and the Leader of the Opposition made some dreadful comments about Healthway. Not 
only did they denigrate someone I regard as the best Minister for Sport and Recreation we have ever had in this 
house while I have been in Parliament, but also they denigrated Healthway. They will know that Healthway is 
independent of the minister. They will find no record in any inquiry of me trying to influence Healthway, which 
I am responsible for. If I did, Jan Stewart would not be there now. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: He cannot direct it because it comes under my responsibility. How would Healthway’s 
contribution to that have anything to do with him? 

Not only did members opposite denigrate the minister, but also they denigrated the chief executive of 
Healthway, Jan Stewart, who is absolutely above reproach. Members should be ashamed of themselves. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you for the second time. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr P. Abetz) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (16) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr D.J. Kelly Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms J. Farrer Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Noes (32) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Mr N.W. Morton 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.F. Johnson Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.M. Britza Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr B.J. Grylls Mr R.S. Love Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr V.A. Catania Dr K.D. Hames Mr W.R. Marmion Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 

            

Pairs 
 Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr C.J. Barnett 
 Mr P.B. Watson Mr T.R. Buswell 
 Mr J.R. Quigley Dr M.D. Nahan 
 Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.E. McGrath 
Question thus negatived. 
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